
Philatelic Genealogy inSouth Carolina: 1861-1865
By James R. Miller

Old envelopes and postcards IVomi postal history collections are asource
• f rn Thic n-mer nresents seven envelopes trom South Carolina trom 1861-1865 with key

addressee.
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other sources before reaching any conclusion. This envelope and Figures 23and 7were found
philatelic auction catalogs from which PSulgen.org has permission to use pho os.(61

Mr< WH Felker of Cross Anchor, South Carolina received an envelope tiom Columbia South

C?amUnaTv[olunteersr AW. H. and Nancy Felker, apparently husband and wife, are in Hobbysville (abomfile ndLs we^t of Crosi Anchor) in the ^860 U.S. census.fV] AWiley ^
South Carolina Infantry.18] The envelope appears to have been sent by ahusband

Cornoral Edward J Dean of the Spartan Rifles, 5"' Regiment South Carolina Volunteers received anenvelope'Epartanburg, South CaroU in 1861.[Figure 3] An

sent by amother to her son or by asister to her brother.
]

nr Wf^lrer Rrice of Fairfield DiUrict, South Carolina received an envelope from Thomas Brice,

ft / , • orsn "Thnc " w Rrire are in Fairtield County in the 186U u.o. census.i_i j ,i

appears to have been sent by ason to hi^ father. This envelope and Figures 5and 6appear in
collection of online philatelic auction catalogs than the other figures.[ 6J

Mrs. Jonathan C. McClenaghai) of Marion, South C^olina received an
A/- • -o ;ni«^^9 tFimirp 51 The enveldoe was sent by Jonathan C.McClenaghan, Q[uarterj MLasteij s
SS iSwAJS., „„ Mfc,.n.Eh... .pp™«.y h«b.^ ,,,U .it.«^ »
the 1860 U.S. census.[17] AJohn Charles McClenaghan served as quarter master, Company I.
Carolina Infantry.[181 The envelope appears to have by sent by ahusband to his wi e.
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Mr. J. Truesdel of Flat Rock, South; Carolina received an envelope from Richmond, Virginia in
1861.[Figure 6] AJesse Truesdel is in Flat Rock in the 1860 U.S. census.[19] The envelope has an 10-star
Confederate Hag. The sender's name does nf)t appear on the envelope.

Miss Jane Parsley of New Center, South Ctu'olina received an envelope from Buffalo Paper Mills,
North Carolina circa 1863.[Figure 7] AJane Parsley and herapparent brother James W. Parsley are in New
Center in the 1860 U.S. census.[20] AJamep W. Pursley served with Company G, 18"* South Carolina
Infantry[21 ] and the regiment was in North parolina from late 1862 until early 1863.[22] The envelope has a
13-Star "Jackson" Flag and two CSA stamps showing CSA President Jefferson Davis.[23] This envelope, and
others, may have beensentby a brother to t|is sister.[24]
1hope this article has shown you how postal history documents ourancestors' wartime experience. Other
envelopes relate to ourancestors' political andsocial interests, work, recreation, and immigrant origins.[25]
Many more envelope and postcard photos involving South Carolina residents are available. Postal history
vendors have givenPhilgen.org permission to use thousands of photos from their websites and ai-chived
philatelic auction catalogs and most have not yet been placed onPhilgen.org. The purpose of Philgen.org is to
classify envelope and postcardphotos by who wroteand receivedeach one to make them accessible to
genealogists. Anyone interested in helping to add South Carolina envelopes and postcards to the website is
invited tocontact the author. Photos and data posted for each item will be ci edited to the person and/or their
genealogical or philatelic association.

Notes I
1James R. Miller, "Philatelic Genealogy: Old Envelopes, Postcards, and Immigrant Origins," New England
Ancestors 10:2 (2009): 37-38 and "Philatelij: Genealogy Update: An Initial Assessment ofthe Genealogical
Value of Old Envelopes and Postcards," American Ancestors 11:1 (2010): 45 [both viewable at
http://philgen.org. click on NEA and American Ancestors in the Main Menu].

2 Schuyler Ramsey Philatelic Auctions [hereafter Schuyler Ramsey] (http://www.rumseyauctions.com,
accessed 3 May 2010, select Prior Auctions,| select Sale 37, scroll down in the Table of Contents to Lots 1649-
1683 to locate Lot 1680).
3 1860 U.S. census, 4'*' Regiment, AndersonjCounty, South Carolina, p. 31 (written), NARA series M653, roll
1,212. Viewed on Ancestry.com.
4National Park Service, Civil War Soldiers ^ind Sailors System [hereafter CWSSS], John Lewis McGee, U'
Regiment, South Carolina Rifles (Orr's) (http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm, accessed 3 May 2010).
5CWSSS, U' Regiment, South Carolina Rifjes (Orr's).
6 Schuyler Rumsey, Confederate postal history appears in the catalogs for Sales 29, 32, 34 and 37.
7 1860 U.S. census, Hobbysville Post Officei, Southern Division, Spartanburg County, South Carolina, p. 115
(written), NARA series M653, roll 1,226. Viewed on Ancestry.com.
8 CWSSS, Wiley H. Felker, 18''' South Carolina Infantry.
9 1860 U.S. census, Spartanburg, Districtof Spartanburg, South Carolina,p. 24 (written), NARA series M653,
roll 1,226. Viewed on Anc6'Atrv.ct>«7.

10 CWSSS, Edward J. Dean, 5''' South Carolina Infantry.
11 "Fifth South Carolina Infantry Regiment'] (http://batsonsm.tripod.eom/b/reg5.html, accessed 5 May 2010).
12 Schuyler Rumsey, Sale 37, scroll to Lots il389-1424 and locate Lot 1423. For additional information on
provisional stamps, see Patricia A. Kaufman| "Confederate Postmaster Provisional" (http://arago.si.edu/,
search on postmaster provisional, accessed 6 May 2010).
13 CWSSS, 5''' South Carolina Infantry.
14 1860 U.S. census, Fairfield District, South Carolina, p. 157 (written), NARA series M653, roll 1,219.
Viewed on Ancestty.com.
15CWSSS, Thomas Brice, Hampton Legion, South Carolina.
16 Robert A Siegel Auction Galleries (http://www.siegelauctions.com/, clickon siegel Power Search, enter980
as Sale # and 2856 as Lot#). Confederate postal history is shown in catalogs for Sales 795, 801, 815, 822, 834.
841, 845, 860, 870, 874, 907, 950, 954, 966,980, and 988.

Carolina Herald July August September 2010 Page 24


